CHAPTER XIII
1843—1846
Pamela Giraud—Balzac again attempts to become member of the Academic francaise—Mile. Henriette Borel's reception into a religious house—Comte Georges Muiszech—ffLes Paysans" started in La Presse—Madame Hanska's unreasonableness hinders Balzac's work—He travels with her and her daughter, and they return with him to Passy—Comtesse Anna engaged to Comte Georges Mniszech—Balzac takes Madame Hanska and her daughter to Brussels—He meets Madame Hanska at Baden-Baden—Leaves Paris again, meets Wierzchownia party at Naples—Buys bric-a-brac for future home—Work neglected—Dispute with Emile de Girardin—Balzac's unhappiness and suspense—He goes to Rome— Comes back better in health and spirits—" La Cousine Bette " and " Le Cousin Pons"—Balzac goes to Wiesbaden—Marriage of Comtesse Anna and Comte Georges Mniszech—Balzac and Madame Hanska secretly engaged—Parisian gossip.
ON September 26th, 1843, during Balzac's absence in St. Petersburg, another play of which he was author was produced at the Gaite. It was called " Pamela Giraud," and the plot is contrived with an ability which proves Balzac's increased knowledge of the art of writing for the theatre. At the same time he has attempted no innovations, but has kept to the beaten track ; and the play is an old-fashioned melodrama with thrilling and heart-rending situations, and virtue triumphant at the end. Owing to Balzac's attack on journalism in the "Monographic de la Presse Parisienne," which had appeared in March, and finished with the words, " Si la
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